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All Saints Lutheran Church Newsletter – March 2026 

Dear Friends,  
One of the stories that my grandmother loved to tell was about me and 

a time I misunderstood a few words she said. I was 3 years old, and I was 
playing “store” at her house.  It had been an incredibly busy day for my 
grandmother.  She had done a lot of cooking and cleaning and she was sitting 
down taking a break.  I walked over to her and asked “what would you like to 
buy at my store?”  She mumbled the words, “just some peace and quiet.”  I 
walked back over to my store, looked around at all the cans and things I had 
taken from her pantry.  After a few moments I walked back to her empty 
handed and announced, “Sorry Mom, I don’t have any peas and carrots.”  My 
grandmother laughed and laughed. Over the years she would frequently ask 
for “peas and carrots” instead of peace and quiet.   
 In this month’s “now you know” we are going to talk about sharing the 
peace in church. I had to wonder, even though we know the word peace, we 
may not really understand what it means. Just like 3-year-old Serena didn’t 
understand what her grandma was asking for, we might think we are just 
saying hello to the people who are at worship with us.  
 Where did sharing of the peace come from?  The early Christian 
churches had their share of conflicts (after all, they were just learning how to 
be “church.”). They realized that it was not right for them to share in Holy 
Communion with these kinds of issues hanging over their heads. Jesus is very 
clear in the gospels that before we bring offerings to God that we should first 
be reconciled to any one we have conflict with.  The first churches created this 
practice, and they called it the “sharing of the peace.”   

In that spirit let me give you a few thoughts on how Jesus would want us 
to share the peace with each other. 

1. If we have an issue with a brother/sister, we should seek them out first 
in sharing of the peace.  Many of us like to seek out our best friends or 
people we are closest to, but there are other times after worship is over 
to chat with our friends. 

2. There is no right way to share the peace!  You can wave, shake hands, 
or hug. Be mindful of another person’s preference, in a post-covid 
world many people (myself included) prefer not to touch others right 
before communion to prevent the spread of illness.  

3. Sharing of the peace is not a time for catching up on another’s life.  
This is about reconciliation and sharing Jesus’ peace, we can catch up 
with each other when worship is over.   

4. We cannot always share the peace with everyone, but we should seek 
to share the peace with different people each week.   

“Now you know!”  Please feel free to share any questions and your 
suggestions for my next topic!  
 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Serena 
 

• Pastor Serena 
Mollenkopf-Grill, 
Transition Pastor  

• Council President,   
Ann Spear Mayer 

• Council Vice President, 
Lori Gawlak 

• Council Secretary, 
Barbara Kurasch 

• Financial Secretary, 
Frank Wald 

• Treasurer, Christine 
Jancewicz  

• Financial Consultant, 
Joanne Mauer 

 
Council Members:  
• Beth Cheney 
• Joan Fabian 
• Marc Schwartz 
• Linda Spencer 
• Beverly Zier 



 
Happenings in the call process 
 
On Monday, January 12th, the call committee 
met with Rachel Sosebee, our synod mobility 
specialist.  We reviewed call process and got to 
know each other a bit better.  We were sent off 
to form questions for a candidate interview. 
 
On Tuesday, February 3, the call committee and 
a couple council members "mock" interviewed 
Pastor Jeff Wilson from Trinity Lutheran, a 
pastor from our conference, to gain practice in 
interviewing.  It was an enlightening, fun 
experience! 
 
•We are feeling better prepared for when a 
candidate is presented to take that next step.   
 
•Keeping All Saints and future candidate in our prayers.  Please, also, keep us in your prayers. 
 
Beth Marcin, Martha Muck, Frank Wald, John Zier, Bryan Sullivan, Christyn Sullivan 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

The deadline for 
April 

 Newsletter is 
March 15th. 

Please have all 
articles  

in by this time. 
Thank You! Send to  

Beth Cheney  
@  

bwc143@verizon.net 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Special Gifts and Memorial 
Committee wish to thank our All 
Saints family for the love and 
support as we honored Pastor 
Mertzlufft for the beautiful 
Stained Glass booklet he 
developed for the congregation. If 
you were unable to attend the 
coffee on January 11th, please 
pick up your family copy on the 
table in the narthex. If you want 
an additional copy, please contact 
Beth Cheney or Bev Zier.  

 

SECC Meeting on 
Thursday, March 5th 
at 6:30 p.m. at All 
Saints.  We will be 
organizing the 
February collection 
for the homeless 
families.  
EVERYONE is 
welcome to come and 
help us!    

Show Share 
The The 
Love Love 

If you have any 
interesting tidbits or 
stories you would like to 
add to our “Church 
Buzz” page on our 
website and Facebook 
page, give the 
information to Beth 
Cheney or email to Beth 
at bwc143@verizon.net 



Council Highlights 
   

• Pastor Serena thanked everyone for prayers and cards 
received on the passing of her mother. 

• In compiling our annual report to ELCA, Pastor Serena 
calculated our 2025 average attendance for Sunday 
services as 38 people/week.   

• Lynn Whitworth will lead all the Lenten Wednesday services at both All Saints and First Lutheran. The 
theme will be “Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 

• This year’s audit will occur on 24 March 2026 and involve Joanne Mauer, Beverly Blette, Chris 
Jancewicz, Ann Spear Mayer and Beverly Zier.  

• Frank Wald has taken over as Financial Secretary 
• Because we do not have enough members interested in the paper version of Lutheran Magazine, the cost 

will be $19, rather than $17.  
• We need to replace our hot water tank. Vastola Heating and Cooling will install a new tank next week 

for $3810.  
• Excess tools and leftover equipment stored in the boiler room will be removed by the cleaning crew on 4 

March.   
• Kevin Swanson, who looks after our gas well, unfroze our frozen meter and switched us off of National 

Fuel and back onto our own supply. We drew from National Fuel for February 2-11.  
• The Call Committee held a practice Interview on 3 February with Pastor Jeff Wilson from Trinity.  

Interviews will include 45 minutes for the Committee to ask questions of the candidate, and 45 minutes 
for the candidate to ask questions of the Committee. 

• As a result of Pastor Jeff’s comments on the MSP, minor changes may be made to the current MSP.  
• We will invite our regular Facebook viewers to become a Virtual Neighbor of All Saints. We would then 

email them the weekly bulletin and the monthly newsletter.  
• A new feature, called The Church Buzz will be added to the webpage and updated weekly.  We 

encourage all members to contribute interesting news, tidbits, humor, and opinions. 
• Council is updating the official membership list of the congregation and hopes to have an accurate list 

this spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir Practice 
is now 

scheduled for 
Fridays at 
10:15 a.m. 

through Lent. 
Everyone is 
welcome to 

join. 

Do you have a Thrivent Life 
Insurance Policy or other Thrivent 
financial product?  
 
If so ... Choice Dollars distribution 
is available January -March 31st or 
quarterly. Please consider 
directing Thrivent’s charitable 
outreach funds to All Saints! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

	
March	Birthdays 
 
Carter Hibbard 3/6 
Joelle Amelia Marcin 3/11 
Wyn Mertzlufft 3/15 
Claudia Massett 3/16 
Gregory Blette 3/19 
Judy Westphal 3/19 
 
 

	
 
 
 
 
March Anniversaries 
 
Scott & Pamela Berchtold 

3/17/2001 
 
Lana & Richard Pavlik 
 3/27 
 

 

Lenten Services Schedule 
 
 
† Ash Wednesday 2/18 at All Saints 
 
† 2/25 at First Blasdell 
 
† 3/4 at All Saints 
 
† 3/11 at First Blasdell 
 
† 3/18 at All Saints 
 
† 3/25 at First Blasdell 
 
† 4/2 Maudy Thursday at All Saints 
 
† 4/3 Good Friday at First Blasdell 

  The members of All 
Saints Family have 
prayed for the 
following people for 
the last 30 days.  Please 
continue to keep them 
in your prayers. 
 

† Family of Vicki 
Chrisman 

† Family of Robert & 
Mary Ann Moeller 

† Paul M. Mertzlufft 
 
 

First day of Spring is March 20th! 
In 2026, the March equinox happens on March 20 at 
10:46 A.M. EDT. This falls on a Friday and is the 
astronomical beginning of the spring season in the 
Northern Hemisphere and the autumn season in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

Annual Reports are due by  
April 1, 2026.  Please send your 
reports to Barbara Kurasch at 
bkurasch@gmail.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Kurasch has been selected to 
receive the Magi Award!   
 
The Magi Award –The Magi Awards are 
presented by the Lutheran Foundation to 
recognize individuals of exceptional service in 
their congregations in Western New York. 
Recipients are honored for their dedication, 
altruism and support of local ministries, social 
service, and community programs.  The 
Lutheran Foundation Banquet will be held on 
May 1, 2026.  Information for the awards 
banquet below. 



 
 Real Talk with Ryan… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FINANCE REPORT  Jan-26   
      
BANK BALANCES     
    CHECKING ACCOUNT  $   14,465.12   
  SAVINGS ACCOUNT  $      6,424.54   
  TOTAL   $   20,889.66   
      

 
MONTHLY 
ACTIVITY    

      
   ACTUAL  1/12 BUDGET  DIFFERENCE 
CURRENT RECEIPTS   $       6,159.00   $   11,826.00   $     (5,667.00) 
SPECIAL GIFTS      
      
CURRENT EXPENDITURES  $     10,152.00   $   11,826.00   $     (1,674.00) 
      
DIFFERENCE    $     (3,993.00)  $                  -     $     (3,993.00) 
      
 YEAR TO DATE    
      
CURRENT RECEIPTS   $       6,159.00   $   11,826.00   $     (5,667.00) 
SPECIAL BUDGET GIFTS     
      
CURRENT EXPENDITURES  $     10,152.00   $   11,826.00   $     (1,674.00) 
      
DIFFERENCE    $     (3,993.00)  $                  -     $     (3,993.00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29  

Preaching Rev. Marlene Rev. Mary Ellen Rev. Devie Rev. Marlene Lynn 

  Hyden Larson Ellis  Hyden Whitworth 

Deacon Barbara Kurasch Barbara Kurasch Beth Cheney Ron Heintz Martha Muck 

Usher  Marc Schwartz &   Volunteer 

Reader Jim Wasmund Lori Gawlak Ron Heintz Barbara Kurasch Martha Muck   

Altar Guild Martha Muck Martha Muck Gail Hellert Gail Hellert B & C Sullivan  

Cleaning Martha Muck Joane Fabian Bev Blette Beth Cheney Martha Muck  

Counting             Beth Cheney & Linda Spencer 

Mowing   

 

Schedule of Volunteers 
March 2026 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTICE ALL MEMBERS OF ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
We are updating our Church Directory for 2026.  Please complete and return the membership form below with any 
changes you may have to the church office by March 8, 2026.   
 
If you have no changes, please just sign the form and write NO CHANGES and return to the church office.  
 
Thank you, Louise Peters 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice to all Members of All Saints Lutheran Church 
 
We will be updating our Church Directory for 2026.  Please complete the 
form below whether you have any changes or not by March 8, 2026.  Every 
member of the church should complete their own form. 
 
Please drop the form in the offering plate or return it to the church office.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Louise Peters.  Thank you. 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Children: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: ________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact: ___________________________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone: _______________________________________________ 
 
 
(Please note, your emergency contact information will not be listed in the 
membership directory but will remain on file in the church office.) 
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